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Important note:  The efforts and work conducted to create the tools to gather the EIS 
parents’ insights and to analyse and present the results have received 
no funding and was done out of the good will and self-motivation of 
the parents and guardians of the EIS students for the particular 
attention of the Espoo City Board (but not commissioned by ECB). 
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Translation from Finnish:  “The decision was a clear and unanimous. Espoo International School-
activities will not be transferred to the Tietotie 6.” 
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INTRODUCTION  
The unexpected proposal 
regarding the relocation of Espoo 
International School (EIS) to 
Otaniemi was a major disbelief for 
the EIS Community who showed an 
amazing self-organization and self-
determination power to defend 
EIS’s current location at Opinmäki.  

As a result, the EIS Community blog 
was created to promote a more 
transparent and participatory 
community engagement process 
aimed at supporting the decision-
making about the potential 
relocation of EIS to Otaniemi.  

A more structured, proactive and 
forward looking public participation 
of the EIS Community was made 
possible and facilitated through a 
Community Survey and an Advisory 
Referendum. Both of these 
initiatives were featured and 
integrated in the Community Blog 
and all together, in less than a week 
attracted nearly 1,400 unique 
visitors from Finland and beyond 
(see figures on the right). 

Social media accounts and 
channels, such as Twitter, LinkedIn 
and Facebook were launched and 
used to communicate ongoing 
efforts not only within the EIS 
Community but also to reach out to 
policy makers and other interested 
stakeholders.  

A large amount of coordinated emails from the EIS parents and guardians were also sent out to Espoo 
authorities and politicians.  

The ultimate purpose of these community-enabling tools was to promote transparency and a more open 
assessment of the extent to which the EIS Community agrees with the relocation of the school services to 
Otaniemi, while capturing as many comments, concerns and insights about the positive and 
negative impacts as well as broader societal implications of moving EIS out of Opinmäki.  

This report aims to present the results of a collective qualitative analysis of EIS parents’ insights and concerns 
that were brought up through the available communication and dissemination means. 
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METHODOLOGY 
EIS Community opinions and insights regarding the proposed relocation of EIS to Otaniemi were gathered 
through the EIS Community Survey (https://opinmaki4eis.wordpress.com/community-survey/), the EIS 
Advisory Referendum (https://opinmaki4eis.wordpress.com/advisory-referendum/) and on the EIS 
Community Blog (https://opinmaki4eis.wordpress.com).  

The survey aimed to gather EIS Community views about the location of the school and the community 
surroundings, as well as some background information about family profiles, in order to provide a better 
idea about the EIS community affected by the potential rearrangement of school services.  

The Advisory Referendum was meant to elicit the EIS parents’ opinion on whether or not they support the 
relocation plans and to capture arguments behind the elected choice. The Community Blog was opened 
to comments on three related matters, namely:  

• “Should Espoo International School (EIS) stay at Opinmäki?” 

• “Are you aware of any RISKS about the potential move of EIS to Otaniemi?” 

• “Are you aware of any BENEFITS about the potential move of EIS to Otaniemi?“ 

All comments and insights gathered through these sources were collectively analysed applying text mining 
and sentiment analysis (also known as opinion/emotion mining) given the subjectivity of the information and 
the sensitivity of the subject to survey respondents and blog visitors, and therefore the obvious presence of 
emotions and sentiments behind the text.  

A total of 639 arguments were pulled out from all the above-mentioned information sources and analysed 
with the Kapiche text mining and analytical tool using additional sentiment identification functionalities. 
Identified terms and key terms were clustered into most frequent topics (i.e. key issues), the top 5 of which 
are presented in more details in the following sections and supported by anonymous examples of the most 
prominent comments submitted by the EIS Community members. The report includes the top 5 strongest 
topics driving positive and negative sentiment identified in the analysed dataset and provides 3 conclusions 
and related recommendations. 

 

 



 

Opinmäki 4 EIS 
https://opinmaki4eis.wordpress.com  

4 

 

Key issues 
 
The analysis of 639 arguments or 
messages revealed the key issues that 
were most frequently mentioned by 
the actively engaged EIS Community 
members. Overall, and as shown on 
the story board below, the main 
concerns regarded moving the EIS 
children from Opinmäki to a 
building/location that is not safe nor 
provides appropriate facilities for 
them, compared to what the children 
are currently offered and which 
satisfies the needs and expectations of 
the broader community. The results 
also highlighted the importance of EIS 
Community that emerged around the 
school and Suurpelto area as many 
families have settled there due to 
close vicinity to EIS, which allows the 
children to independently, easily, 
timely and safely commute to school. 
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Top 5 key issues 
 

1. Children related issues were linked mainly to their physical safety within and outside of the school’s 
premises; suitability of the new location to children needs (especially younger children) considering the 
size of the premises and a large number of children to be accommodated; means of transportation and 
increased travel time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “Forcing this diverse and multi cultural community to move its school facilities to Otaniemi is simply 
wrong and highly questionable from an ethical perspective. Families have moved to the proximity of 
EIS so their children can not only have a safe and diverse learning environment but also a family 
routine that accommodates to the logistical challenges posed by todays hectic working 
environment.” 

 

• “This is an absurd idea of moving small children and children to a hazardous area, where safety and 
good environment for school is a big question. Finland is a country where people believed that 
these are really considered but with this proposal it seems that the authority is ready to put our 
children in an unsafe and wrong environment.” 

 

• “Our family has built our life around Olari Suurpelto area in terms of school, hobbies and children's 
friends, and it would be a considerable change to each area if the school were to move to 
Otaniemi. Additionally the simple fact that the commute would be a lengthy combination of bus 
and subway transportation instead of the flexibility to currently choose from cycling, walking or 
taking a 5minute bus ride to school would go against the recommendation of healthy lifestyle that 
includes daily activity.” 
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2. Building/office related issues exposed EIS guardians’ concerns regarding the problematic nature and 

history of the Otaniemi building i.e. a large 8-storey old office building with poor quality of indoor air due 
to mold and no guarantee that the problems would be ultimately eliminated, thus potentially 
jeopardising the health and well-being of the children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “To move EIS from a fantastic, modern, purpose built school campus to an old office building with no 
outside facilities and a history of serious indoor air problems would be a very poor decision. The 
students, staff and families would not benefit in any way.” 

 

• “The renovation of moldy buildings is no way a guaranteed success and we are not willing to take a 
risk with our children in this matter. It is also good to point out that office buildings do not convert 
themselves into school buildings no matter how they are renovated. Interesting question is that only 
2 years ago the English schools in Espoo were combined and collocated to Opinmäki with plans to 
have this as a center for English education in Espoo.” 

 

• “We have heard all about small, local, close by schools and after that we hear: and you, 
international children, can sit overcrowded in an old, moldy, high-rise building in the middle of an 
industrial area.” 

 

• “Moving the school to an office building that will be shared with 2 high schools is not going to be a 
benefit to our children. As both a teacher and a parent, I cannot imagine a first grader going alone 
to school in the proposed area in Otaniemi, which is not child friendly in any way.” 
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3. Move related issues included, on the one hand, critics over the frequency of moving children around 

different schools and the questionable nature of the proposal, and, on the other, showed that EIS in 
Opinmäki was one of the main drivers for many families and skilled professionals to move in and settled 
around the Suurpelto area, thus moving the school to another location would negatively impact on 
many individual families as well as the wider EIS Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “We purchased a house and moved to Suurpelto in 2015 solely because of EIS, and there are 
dozens of families in our immediate neighborhood who did the same. Relocation would force many 
of the families to move again, while those without the economic means to move would be 
burdened with immense logistical difficulties. In summary, a relocation of the school would shatter 
the daily lives of hundreds of families that just have managed to adjust to EIS moving to Suurpelto.” 

 

• “Our move to neighborhood was driven by EIS and now after first school year of our child, Espoo city 
has announced these strange plans of moving school to an inappropriate new building/location. It 
took over a decade for city to bring English schools of Espoo under one roof and now its planned to 
be moved again... such a ridiculous planning.” 

 

• “I cannot find a single reason how this would be good for the children or their families. Many of us 
have moved closer to Opinmäki thinking that a school that has already been relocated a couple of 
years ago, would not be moving again anytime soon.” 

 

• “School cannot be moved from place to place every couple of years. And the proposal is very 
dodgy and doesn’t look like serving any tax payer interests. Also city looks very inconsistent in their 
communication and action, as it was very clearly communicated years ago, that Suurpelto School 
will be for EIS.” 
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4. EIS related issues included concerns over inconsistent decisions and the uncertainty regarding the 

permanent location of EIS, which continue to affect decisions that many families base on the current 
location of EIS as, since 2015, they have finally considered EIS in Opinmäki as their local lähikoulu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “EIS has played an insurmountable role in not only facilitating a home for world class education but 
also celebrating the richness created through multi-cultural encounters within. EIS is more than a 
building. It has become a fundamental part of the societal fabric that makes Suurpelto (and 
surrounding areas) what they are today. EIS is the “lahikoulu” for hundreds of children residing in the 
area. Their families have moved there to ensure their children have access to a safe, equality driven 
and multi-cultural learning environment where their children’s learning opportunities are not 
hindered because of their language skills or multi-national/cultural backgrounds.” 

 

• “How many schools in the City have had to move and change locations just like EIS? When will such 
an internationally recognized, celebrated and acclaimed school get a permanent and sustainable 
location?” 

 

• “It enriches our multicultural environment, it support the overall community and it serves as the 
lahikoulu for hundreds of children residing within the area. With a nascent community such as 
Suurpelto, EIS and the Opinmäki school facility serve as the soul of the community.” 

 

• “A relocation of the school would shatter the daily lives of hundreds of families that just have 
managed to adjust to EIS moving to Suurpelto. It would also dismantle a lively, international 
community of Suurpelto that Espoo has worked so hard to promote.” 
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5. Facilities/safety related issues reflected serious concerns over the impact of the new facilities on the 

safety of the children, quality of teaching, and the increased level of stress for all (parents, children and 
teachers) that the unsafe environment is likely to introduce into their daily routines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “EIS waited for 15 years to have the new facility built. It was delayed for many reasons including 
change of political leadership and objectives in Espoo. The children in this program have suffered 
poor facilities for long enough (i.e. Papinniitty (an earlier facility for gr 3-6 English students) is an office 
space with poor air quality and a very poor park that the parents had to fight to have built several 
years ago); Sepänkoulu annex (previous home to EIS) was also a temporary building where the 
students had no gym facility and had a shortened lunch period given the necessity to share with the 
neighboring primary school with negative effects on the kids and rushed or skipped eating).” 

 

• “The proposed location and building in Otaniemi is not suitable for young children. I am seriously 
concerned about how their needs will be taken into account and their safety ensured in a building 
that will be remodeled for upper secondary school students.” 

 

• “Size of the new school would be massive, making it a stressful environment for the students and 
teachers as well. Security matters are a big concern with a building that big & so many students.” 

 

• “The facilities and the location of the school do not seem conducive for a good overall learning and 
development for children. We shifted our son to the current campus this year taking into account 
the facilities it provides and would be very disappointed for an immediate change to a location not 
conducive for a school environment.” 
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STRONGEST POSITIVE DRIVERS 
The top 5 strongest topics driving positive sentiment in the collected data relate to children and the ideal 
location and learning environment that EIS offers to them and their families who settled and built a strong 
international community around Opinmäki. Another positive driver was the fact that most (~76%) of the EIS 
guardians bought their properties in close vicinity to Opinmäki, which allows their children to safely 
commute (e.g. bike) to and back from school.  

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “It’s been a long waited dream came true in 2015 as EIS, and children love the place and the 
surrounding environment and it’s very healthy and they get energized with fresh and pleasant 
surroundings at the break times and while waiting and back home. In perspective of children and 
parents, Opinmäki is very safe, in terms of all aspects.” 

 

• “I hope that that the proposal to move EIS will be seriously reflected on and that with your support it 
will be decided that EIS should stay at its current location. In doing so, Espoo will continue to attract 
many people who make important contributions to Espoo and Finland and Espoo will continue to 
live up to the ideals and great reputation that Finland has developed around the world.” 

 

• “In summary, a relocation of the school would shatter the daily lives of hundreds of families that just 
have managed to adjust to EIS moving to Suurpelto. It would also dismantle a lively, international 
community of Suurpelto that Espoo has worked so hard to promote.” 

 

• “I feel the current location of the school is very good as it is not surrounded any industry but mainly a 
residential area. I feel my child is safe when in the school campus whether during or after school 
hours.” 

 

• “We have bought a house in Suurpelto because we want to live near EIS so our children can easily 
walk to school. In addition we like the idea of an international community living next to the school 
where our children can move freely with their school friends.” 
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STRONGEST NEGATIVE DRIVERS 
The top 5 strongest topics driving negative sentiment in the collected data are listed below and point out at 
the proposed building and its facilities being questioned in terms of their suitability and safety for the EIS 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of relevant insights from EIS parents include: 

 

• “An old office building with mold converted to a school is a health issue, and would force us to 
check the international schools in Helsinki. Both parents work in Helsinki and it would not be a 
problem to move there.” 

 
• “The school move from a specially designed modern facility to an old jerry-rigged office building not 

even fit for that purpose is bound to negatively affect the education of every pupil.”  
 

• “The planned office building in Otaniemi is unhealthy and moldy, adults escaped how can they 
think of putting children there!?!?!?! This is already the reason why this plan is absolutely dangerous 
for the children and should not be even considered.” 

 
• “Moving to Otaniemi is one of the most bizarre proposals I’ve heard here in Finland. It is a shame that 

we, parents, have to say out loud such obvious facts that the Otaniemi premise is not suitable for a 
school, especially a primary school.” 

 
• “There is a lot of traffic in this area. Connections with underground will be good but underground is 

not suitable for young children to travel alone.” 
 

• “The whole plan to move EIS is a totally absurd one and finding out this plan that tried to be rushed 
upon (and construction work already started) without democratic decision shows a severe problem 
with Espoo City decision-making. I would seriously consider my children to leave the school if the 
proposed plan will go ahead.” 

 
• “This proposal is a serious threat for the whole EIS community. Espoo city is planning to risk the 

children well being and health while trying to make unrealistic savings for school facilities.” 
 

• “We cannot accept the idea of making a monster-sized school, which will obviously create many 
social problems, especially if located in such a kids-unfriendly area.” 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The involvement of the EIS Community in an open and transparent process aimed to defend the current EIS 
location at Opinmäki, as well as the core values of the Finnish education system, stressed the importance of 
promoting evidence-based democracy by asking relevant stakeholders about the potential impact and 
sustainability of the proposal to move EIS to Otaniemi, the effect of the plans on children, their families, 
teachers and the community as a whole, for example.  

 

1st Recommendation:  

While it is essential for the public to be properly informed about plans and decisions that concern 
citizens, it is equally important for policy-makers to consult the public and to gather the insights of 
societal actors who may be affected by their decisions. Therefore, future decisions potentially 
affecting EIS should seek the timely and effective engagement of the EIS Community.    

 

The self-organised public participation and mobilization initiative played an importance role in 
strengthening the EIS Community and consequently allowed achieving a clear political impact.  

 

2nd Recommendation: 

More of this kind of initiatives should be organised in order to put together the citizens’ insights for 
and against proposed policy options in all the stages of the policy cycle (namely policy formulation, 
policy implementation and policy evaluation), thus promoting a more participatory, transparent and 
trustworthy decision-making process.   

 

The analysis of parents’ insights revealed a sense of insecurity and uncertainty amongst the EIS Community 
and a pressing need to reduce remaining doubts about the location of EIS in the long-term future.   

 

3rd Recommendation: 

Opinmäki4EIS is a good example of impactful community-led action (research) with, what seems to 
appear, a potentially successful outcome, but in order to avoid similar distress and unexpected blow 
in the future, it is essential to think about a long-term strategy or sustainability plan for EIS in 
Opinmäki. For example, Opinmäki could be assigned as a permanent or semi-permanent location 
for the EIS; a bounding lease for at least 20-30 years to come would reduce uncertainties of the EIS 
community and ensure a degree of stability for the families of EIS students and staff. Here we must 
point out that the primary motive of 71.4% of families moving to the area was the current location of 
EIS (click here to see this and other relevant Community Survey results). 

 

 

 

 
 


